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LONDON FOR SEITZ 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SL 

SUB J : SECURITY SITUATION IN BO DISTRICT 
REF: FREETOWN 1519 

1 . DURING VISIT TO BO DISTRICT MAY 13, DEPUTY BRITISH HIGH 
COMMISSIONER AND AMERICAN EMBOFF FOUND AREA TO BE CALM AND 
PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY FOR ELECTION ON MAY 20. NO ISU AND 
ONLY A FEW UNARMED SOLDIERS WERE IN EVIDENCE. A LARGE PART 
OF THE POPULATION OF BO TOWN, PERHAPS 40 PERCENT, HAS DEPART- 
ED. SOME HOUSES IN THE TOWN WERE BURNED AND A FEW SMALL 
SHOPS DESTROYED DURING WEEK OF MAY 2-6, 1977. 

2. MOST RESIDENTS OF AREA SEEM TO BE PREPARED FOR RENEWAL OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 FREETO 01552 170805Z 

VIOLENCE BEFORE MAY 20 ELECTION. HOWEVER, SENIOR ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY IN PROVINCIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE TOLD EMBOFF 
THAT HE DID NOT THINK THAT VIOLENCE WOULD BE AS BAD AS BEFORE. 
EMBASSY HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH AMCITS IN BO AND THREE 
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY RELOCATED. THE 
FAMILIES OF A NUMBER OF AMERICAN, BRITISH, AND OTHER EX- 
PATRIATES RESIDING IN BO VOLUNTARILY DECIDED TO RELOCATE TO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


FREETOWN UNTIL AFTER THE MAY 20 ELECTIONS. 

3. A FRONT PAGE COMMENT IN THE MAY 15 "SUNDAY WE YONE" CLAIMED 
THE SITUATION IN BO IS QTE NOT CONDUCIVE TO FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS UNQTE AND SUGGESTED THAT THE ELECTIONS BE FURTHER 
SUSPENDED. SLBS RADIO NEWS BROADCASTS MAY 15 AND 16 HAVE 
INCLUDED APPEAL TO OFFICIALS AND PEOPLE OF BO DISTRICT TO 
CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN A LAW-ABIDING MANNER, AND PREPARATIONS 
ARE SAID TO BE GOING AHEAD FOR ELECTIONS. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: DESPITE OFFICIAL PREPARATIONS FOR FORTH 
COMING ELECTIONS IN BO DISTRICT, THERE IS MOUNTING SPECULA- 
TION THE THE "WE YONE" ARTICLE SIGNIFIES PRESIDENT'S INTENT 
TO CANCEL ELECTIONS 

INDEFINITELY. 

SAMUELS 
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